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Calendar

Member Meeting (Zoom)

Nov. 15, 2025

Michael Freeman - “”My Journey
in Hyper-Realism”

Get more information

Upcoming Exhibition
Oct. 2 - Nov. 21, 2025
The Montpelier Center for Arts

and Education
Get more information

Upcoming Workshop (Zoom)
Feb 7 - Feb 8, 2026

Terrilynn Dubreuil - “Transform
Your Images”

Get more information

Upcoming Workshop (In-Person)
May 8-10, 2026

Painting the Poetic Landscape
Get more information

Expressions newsletter will
feature member’s pastels
each issue. Artwork for this
issue is by Betsy Kellum,
Bartlett Pears on a Crate.
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B From the Pregident

Happy Fall!!!

What a perfect time of year to be outdoors painting, sketching or
collecting reference photos to paint over the winter. When | create

a painting, all of me goes into it. | look for a scene that moves me.
Sometimes it’s the play of color or the awe of nature’s work. Maybe,
it's the way a landscape reflects what I'm feeling in that moment.
Whatever speaks to me, | try to capture on canvas, not only what | see,
but the emotion | feel.

This past weekend, | witnessed an event that stirred me in that way.
My daughter was married in the Catskills, surrounded by autumn’s
brilliant foliage at its peak. The trees of red, orange and gold, the crisp
air, and the warm, late afternoon light peaking through the trees
made for a magnificent backdrop to the ceremony.

Both she and her new husband are creatives, and their wedding
reflected that spirit.

The décor, their vows, the setting — all were thoughtful, expressions
of love and artistry. They were surrounded by dear friends and family.
The day was filled with laughter, love and warmth. | felt so happy and
full. It is difficult to describe but a unique moment in my life.

As | took it all in, | realized | was seeing life imitate art — or maybe the
other way around. A painting holds the essence of its creator and this
day held the essence of two people beginning a shared “canvas” of
their own.

As artists, we know that every mark, color choice, and moment of

inspiration tells part of our story. Whether we're painting a landscape,
a still life, a portrait or simply pausing to take in the beauty around
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Join Ug on MADS
Members Make Art

We currently have 45 out of 114

members (39%) who are members

of our private MAPS Members
Make Art Facebook page. Did

you know we have monthly
drawings for those who post their
paintings? Each month’s winner
is sent a $25 e-gift certificate to
Dakota Art Pastels store as well
as getting their painting posted
on our Facebook page for that
month. This is a great way to share
your adventure with pastels.

Our rules fare as follows:

1. Post YOUR PASTEL WORK only -
post title, size. Pastel pencils and
pan pastels are accepted.

2. Share thoughts, ideas,
techniques, materials.

3. Brag about your achievements.
4. Share exhibits or workshops

you are participating in or hosting.

5. NO ADVERSTISING!

6. Be Kind and critique only
when asked.

7.Report inappropriate or
suspicious posts to admin using
the right pull down menu.

8. Enjoy our members
individuality

If you are on Facebook and are
interested in joining our private
MAPS Members Make Art page,
go to that Facebook page and
request to be a member. One of
our administrators will accept
your request.
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us, we are, in fact, celebrating love of art, nature, and connection.
Moving into this season, | hope we can continue to find joy in
creating, sharing, and seeing the art that surrounds us.

Fondly,

Joan Dreicer

MAPS President and Workshop Chair

B Upcoming Brogram

Saturday, Nov. 15, 2025
Zoom

Time: 12:30

Michael Freeman

“My Journey in
Hyper-Realism”

“I will give a brief introduction and overview of my art journey to
date, show some of my latest pastel paintings and then use parts
of a video that | produced for Pastel Live 2022 to cover how | work,
my genre, approach, the processes, and techniques that | utilize

to produce my hyper-realistic pastel paintings. Following that I'm
happy to answer questions.”

Michael is an international award-winning pastel artist from New
Zealand. He has been drawn to realism since childhood and in his
paintings, he is always striving to create images that have greater
depth and feeling than can be achieved with a photograph. He

is in an Eminent Pastelist of IAPS (IAPS-EP), is a Master Pastelist of
the Pastel Artists of New Zealand (MPANZ), is a Master Pastelist of
the Pastel Society of Australia (MPSA), a Signature Member of the
Pastel Society of America (PSA), and has a Master of Fine Arts degree
(University of Illinois, USA).

Michael has been exhibiting his work internationally since 2015,
and has had articles and pastels published in many leading art
magazines. His subjects range from his series of still life paintings
featuring iconic New Zealand toys and other objects, through -
landscapes featuring old, weathered sheds, barns, railway carriages,
windows and doors, old locks, and farm animals- all inspired from
photographic trips along New Zealand’s rural roads.
www.michaelfreemanartist.



https://www.michaelfreemanartist.com/

Member Newg

Joan Dreicer is included in
an exhibit with the Piedmont
Pastelists at the McGuffey
Art Center in Charlottesville.
This exhibit will continue
through November 16th.

Fall for You

Passing Seasons
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B Upcoming Workehopg

Our next workshop will be held February 7and 8, 2026 and will be

an online workshop titled “Transform Your Images.” Our instructor is
Terrilynn Dubreuil. She is not only a Master Pastelist with IAPS, but
a very thoughtful and encouraging instructor.

Registration will begin in December. Maybe a holiday gift to

yourself? You can find additional information about workshops here
at MidAtlantic Pastel Society Workshops

Our next workshop will be in-person with
Barbara Jaenicke on May 8-10, 2026 and is titled
“Painting the Poetic Landscape.” She will also be

our featured artist for the May Program.

Member Newsg

Lisa Helmstetter’s pastel illustrations
for her children’s book Blaze Needs
Berries will be on display at the
Brightpoint library until the middle
of December.
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Member News 2 Member Newsg

Georgiana Harding had two pastel
o painting accepted for the Winter’s Return g

show at the Art Center here in Virginia
Beach. It is a judged show on Nov 7 and

displayed until Dec 2.

Berry Fresh

Patti Jeffries’ painting titled
Berry Fresh was accepted into
the 2025 IAPS Juried Fall
Webshow - Open Division.

She also had 2 paintings
accepted into the
Southeastern Pastel Society
“Luminosity” 2025 Juried
Virtual International Open
Exhibition. As a result of

this show acceptance, Patti
was awarded a SPS Member
of Excellence for being juried Marshall Mcclure has prepared a show of 22 pieces for the
into 3 National or International
exhibitions.

Today Fall, Tomorrow Winter

Starving Artist Café in Norfolk to run through November.

Crape Myrtle Season

i .-'. d ‘
Vertical Drop
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Paintings by
Betay Kellum

Teamwork - Oil
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B Member Spotlight
Betsy Kellum, PSA-MP, IAPS-MC, PSWC-DP

The history of my art career came about in a most unlikely way.
My childhood interests were dance, music (French Horn, piano)
cheerleading and anything physical. Later, tennis became my
hobby, and additionally | ran my own exercise class business.

After we moved to Florida, that all came to a screeching halt when

I was hit with vertigo while conducting a class, and had to give up
my life as | had known it. | was in my early 50’s. When doors shut...
others must open. By luck... | happened across an empty storefront
with a sign: “"COME PAINT THIS PAINTING WITH LYNN PITTARD.
Soldid. Lynn was a TV artist and | got my introduction to oil
painting from her.

Moving back to Alexandria, VA, the TORPEDO FACTORY is where

I studied with some awesome instructors in the art world. A local

Art Society like MAPS, was my initial opportunity to show, compete
and grow in the art community. | paint oil and pastel and | love the
variety of the two mediums. If | would have ‘words of wisdom’ to
offer, it would simply be to.... “Paint what YOU love!” You can never
guess what a potential buyer will want, and it will be your best work.

MAPS is an awesome _ .

group that | joined at

its beginning and it
grew with many
determined volunteers....
Just look at it now!



Firet Meeting
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B MADS [Oth Annivereary

This year MAPS celebrates it's 10th Anniversary. MAPS was founded
in 2015 and has currently grown to 114 members across multiple

states. A special thank you goes to our orignial board members who
got it all started: Carol Cullinan (President), Elizabeth Hood (Vice-
President), Terry Atkinson (Treasurer), Sheila Chandler (Secretary),
Carolyn Velletri (Program Chair), Betsy Kellum (Membership Chair),
and Linda Wolitz (Executive Advisor).

Our first meeting was held on September 8, 2015 and was a round-
robin critique. Our first pastel demo on November 11 was by artist
Jack Pardue and our first exhibit was at the Monpelier Arts Center on
December 30.

Carol (above) and Linda
at the first meeting

First exhibit at
Montpelier Arts Center
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The “Candy Store” Trade Show
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Patti and Joan IAPS 2022

Welecome
New Membera!

Janis Hanwell

Holly Smith
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B The Lagt [APS Convention

IAPS will hold its final biennial convention June of 2026 in
Albuquerque NM. This decision was reached by the IAPS team after
much deliberation on the realities facing a volunteer-run organization.

Many of you expressed interest in going to this last convention and,
as someone who has been twice, | say it is not to be missed. It is very
exciting to meet in person some of the pastel greats from across the
nation and around the world.

IAPS has posted a pdf with lots of information about the convention
on their website at IAPSpastel.org. A few of you have also asked me

questions about costs and where to stay in the Albuquerque area and |
will give you a rough idea based on the 2022 convention.

Sign up for the 2026 Convetion begins on November 15. The cost of
the convention for an artist in 2024 was $215 with an additional $85
for a companion (I took my husband). The companion can’t sign up for
classes, but can attend any other part of the event.

Classes and Demos open up on Jan. 17. Costs for demos are $85
and workshops are from $200-$225/day. Classes fill up quickly so have
backup choices.

The convention is held at the Hotel Albuquerque and you can stay
there or at Hotel Chaco which is right behind it. Hotel Albequerque
and Hotel Chaco room reservations begin December 1 at noon ET. |
stayed at the Best Western Plus on Rio Grande right down the street for
about $140 a night. Some folks rented an AirBNB and split it with other
artists attending the convention. Accommodations fill up very quickly.

There is a food hall just a couple of blocks away and the food is very
good. Old Town Albuquerque is walking distance and has lots of
restaurants. A continental breakfast is provided every morning at the
convention and light lunches are for sale.

The Biggest Pagtel Party On N
The Planet Coming 2026 IADPS st

SOCIETIES


https://iapspastel.org/conventions/

Oactel Clace af 2 Current Exhibite “r.

Cultural Arte Center

Linda Wolitz’ pastel classes will Fall Exhibit The L
start in January, at the Cultural The Montpelier Center M }l‘ltptl 1er
Arts Center at Glen Allen. The for Art & Education Center for
two hour classes last for ten Oct1-Nov 21, 2025 lrts & Education

weeks and begin at 1:00 p.m.
from Monday, January 12th,
Tuesday 13th, and Wednesday,
January 14th. Contact Linda at
llwolitz@gmail.com for further
information. To register for
Linda’s class contact the Cultural
Arts Center.

Our current fall exhibit is being held at The Montpelier Center.
Located on historic Route 33, the Montpelier Center is a cornerstone
of country living in western Hanover county. Surrounding a spacious,
light-filled atrium ballroom are three gallery walls which are home to
rotating art exhibits. The Montpelier Center gallery hosts local and
internationally known artists. For more information about the center

go to www.montpeliercenter.org.

MAPS held its opening reception at Montpelier on October 12.
MQMbQF NQU)Q The reception featured appetizers, a “Try Your Hand” table and
pastel artists demonstrating the medium. The exhibit was beautiful

and everyone had a great time.

/

Linda and Terry watching Sheila’s grandaughter’s present
Nancy Tucker painting from the “Try Your Hand Table.”

On the James

Sonya Richeson recently won a
2nd place award and sold her
painting titled “On the James”

at the annual James River

Art League judged exhibit at
Montpelier Center for the Arts.

Try Your
Hand Table *

MidAtlanticPastelSociety.com 8



https://www.artsglenallen.com/
mailto:llwolitz@gmail.com
https://www.montpeliercenter.org/

2025-2026

E xecutive Board
Memberg

PRESIDENT
WORKSHOP CHAIR
Joan Dreicer
jdreicer54@gmail.com

VP & PROGRAM CHAIR
Judy Leasure
leasure.judy@gmail.com

TREASURER
Dornan Trainer
dornan.trainer@gmail.com

SECRETARY
Alison Carter
acarter9@aol.com

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Trish Volp
pmvolp@wm.edu

EXHIBIT CHAIR
Terry Atkinson
teeatkinson@gmail.com

TECHNOLOGY CHAIR
Lisa Lowenstein

lisajanel@verizon.net

NEWSLETTER CHAIR
Patti Jeffries
patti.jeffries@gmail.com

J

MidAtlantic Pastel Societ
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B Board Happenings

Exhibits - Terry Atkinson — The Charles H. Taylor Visual Arts Center
in Hampton has invited our group to exhibit there in July 2026.
Summer is a great time to show there as it is a popular tourist spot.
More to come....

Membership - Trish Volp — Our artistic guru, Patti Jeffries has been
recreating rack cards for distribution to interested artists looking to
be part of our pastel society. If there are locations you have in mind
for advertising our society, let Trish know. pmvolp@wm.edu

Programs - Judy Leasure — Judy is already working on some
programs for the 2026/2027 year. If you have any ideas or
suggestions, she would welcome them. leasurejudy@gmail.com

Workshops - Joan Dreicer - Our virtual workshop titled
Transforming Your Images will be held on February 7th and 8th
with Terrilynn Dubreuil. The emotional stories Terrilynn creates
are captivating. You can learn more about Terrilynn and view her
website here: www.travelingartista.com

Technology - Lisa Lowenstein - Lisa has made some changes to our
website, including the addition of photos of the board members and
improving the interface of our site when using a smartphone.

Nominating Committee - Joan Dreicer - We are looking for two
members at large to be a part of our nominating committee. This
group will solicit candidates for board positions. | would love it if you
spared me phone calls.

Thank you! Contact: jdreicer54@gmail.com

Share with Ug!

We'd love to hear about your news ; a workshop, an award, a blog or
an exhibition of your work. Send us images and details. Please send
submissions to patti.jeffries@gmail.com. Thanks for reading the
MAPS Expressions newsletter.
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