BI-MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

March – April 2017

Website: www.midatlanticpastelsociety.com

Calendar of Events
Member Meeting

Tuesday, Mar. 14, 6:30 pm
Cultural Arts Center – Glen Allen
Studio A
MAPS Board Meeting
Monday, Apr. 24, 5:30 pm
Libbie Mill Library
Exhibits
Cultural Arts Center – Glen Allen
Members Judged Exhibit,
Jan. 26 – Mar. 26, 2017
Glenmore Yoga & Wellness Center
10442 Ridgefield Pkwy, Richmond
“Serenity and Meditative Works”
May 10 – Jul. 12, 2017
Petersburg Area Art League (PAAL)
Jul. 2017
Crossroads Art Center
Small Works Exhibit
Nov. 2017 to Jan. 2018
IAPS Twelfth Biennial Convention
Albuquerque, NM, June 6 – June 11, 2017

Daylight Saving Time
begins March 12th!

From the President’s Corner
Sharing My Workshop Experience
I was one of the lucky 18 who made it into the Liz Haywood-Sullivan
workshop over President’s Day weekend. What a fantastic choice Liz
was for MAPS’ first workshop with a nationally known artist! She is
very knowledgeable about pastels, technique, composition, color and
value, but just as important, she is a friendly, approachable and
supportive teacher.
For three days, our focus was Painting Brilliant Skies and Water, as
the workshop title indicated. Each day Liz started with an
instructional demonstration that ended at lunchtime with a beautiful
finished painting. Her paintings began with thumbnail sketches and
an underpainting. Sounds simple, right? But the way she lightly
stroked pastel layers on her surface to bring skies, clouds and water
alive was an amazing sight to behold! The result every day was
beautiful and translucent color and stunning depictions of skies,
water, and the interplay of both.
Following lunch, it was our turn to practice what she’d just taught.
Trying out new techniques and breaking old habits is hard. There was
a lot of concentration in that room as well as a fair amount of
moaning and groaning when our results were not the same as Liz had
achieved. Nevertheless, everyone gave it their best effort and quite a
few lovely studies resulted at the end of each day. I went home tired
every night, sometimes pleased with what I’d done but other days just
plain frustrated. Nevertheless, I was always happy to head back the
next morning, and I look forward to practicing her methods in new
paintings I will do.
I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention the camaraderie that developed
among the artists over the course of the weekend. All but one were
current MAPS members. What fun we had together. About half of the
class were not from the Richmond area. For many this was their first
chance to participate in a MAPS event. I heard many comments about
how friendly and welcomed everyone felt. It truly was one of my
(continued on Page 3)
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
LINDA WOLITZ
Most of my art training was in high school. I was lucky to know at a young
age that art was for me, and had two very good art teachers with different
backgrounds, who gave me a great foundation. I discovered early on that
pen and ink, graphite, colored pencils, and pastels were my preferred media,
no wet stuff. Like many young women of my era, art took the back seat
while raising a family. Only as I was to become a grandmother did I decide
that “if I was ever going to be an artist, this is it”. At that time in
Martinsville, VA, I specialized in pastel portraits of people (mostly
children) and pets, including horses and even a bull. The portrait of the
children with their dog is from that time. Later, moving to Lakeland,
Florida, I began teaching pastel portraiture, and all pastel styles. In 2005,
my husband and I moved to Richmond, where I was fortunate enough to
begin teaching pastels at the Cultural Arts Center - Glen Allen. One thing I
have learned from teaching is that everyone has some innate creative
ability.
Rembrandt was my first love, his way of bringing light out of dark, didn’t
even know the name for it then, but it still inspires me. Since then I have
added the Impressionists who used light as their subject, Monet and Degas
mainly. I’ve discovered modern pastelists who inspire and teach me.
Among them are Liz Haywood-Sullivan and Richard McKinley, whom I’ve
met and watched paint.
When I heard about a pastel society that had formed in Northern Virginia, I
asked my class if anyone was interested in attending a meeting. Bless the
energy and enthusiasm of Carol Cullinan, off we went and shortly became
co-chairs of the Richmond Chapter. It didn’t take long for several
Richmond chapter members to realize we needed our own organization
based in the Richmond area. Lo and behold, we now are in our second year
as the MidAtlantic Pastel Society. I am currently serving as co-chair of the
Exhibits Committee with Cate Kauffman.
I maintain a studio away from my home, so the hardest (or easiest) part of
my routine is to get in the car and go. When I’m there, I put on apron and
gloves, look at what I did last time and off we go. Most of my work is from
photos I’ve taken, whether portraits, landscape or still life.
My work has changed some over the years, from purely realistic to slightly
more impressionistic. In the older painting “Morning Rounds” my work is
very detailed, all the feathers are clearly seen, but in my newer piece “Great
Blue and Green”, the feathers are just hinted at – two interpretations of the
same bird. All my work is an effort to communicate the beauty in this
world, and the love I feel for it.
You can see more of Linda’s work at her website, www.llwolitz.com.
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(continued from page 1)
(President’s Corner continued)

Art is not what you
see but what you
make others see.

favorite parts of the workshop to get to know these members as well as to
spend time with the ones I already count as friends. Last but certainly not
least, kudos to Joan Dreicer, our workshop chair, for orchestrating this
very successful workshop for MAPS!
Carol Cullinan
President, MidAtlantic Pastel Society

Edgar Degas

EXHIBITS
WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS
Dan Michael
Elliott Krash
Elizabeth Panzer

MEMBER NEWS
Congratulations to Betsy
Kellum whose painting,
“Welcome to Washington”
received the Outstanding
Pastel award in the
November BoldBrush
Painting Competition!
Two of our members have
paintings accepted into the
30th IAPS Juried Exhibition
at the 2017 Convention Show
in Albuquerque, NM:
Cate Kauffman,
“Pizza Sauce
Futures”
Betsy Kellum, “The
Politician”

Cultural Arts Center – Glen Allen Members Judged Exhibit
Jan. 26 – Mar. 26, 2017
A great time was had by all at MAPS first annual judged exhibit! Liz
Haywood-Sullivan was an excellent judge discussing each painting
she chose for an award and why it was chosen. Here are the winners:
1st Place: Kathy Waltermire,
“The Colors of White”

3rd Place: Maria Reardon,
“Whipped by the Wind”

Patricia Munford had two
drawings selected for VMFA
Studio School exhibit,
“Recent Paintings and
Drawings”, Jan 10 – Mar. 10,
2017.
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2nd Place: Emily ChristoffFlowers, “Listening to Maynard
Ferguson”

PROGRAMS & MEETINGS
Tues., Jan 10th Meeting, “Members Share and Learn”
This program tapped into the collective knowledge of our MAPS members. First, Emily Christoff-Flowers did a
portrait demo using NuPastels, as a preview to her longer demo scheduled for the March 14th meeting. This was
the first meeting we videotaped the demonstration. The video can be seen on our website,
www.midatlanticpastelsociety.com under “Programs”. Future videos will be available under the Member Section
on our website.
Carolyn Velletri gave examples of questions artists ask themselves while painting. Linda Wolitz showed us how to
make a mahl stick. Finetta Milway and Elizabeth Hood shared some of their favorite art books. It was a very
informative and fun-filled meeting!

March 14th Meeting: Cultural Arts Center – Glen Allen
Studio A, 6:30 pm
Emily Christoff-Flowers pastel portrait demonstration.
Come enjoy insight from this talented portraitist!
Volunteers for refreshments are always appreciated. Look for the refreshment sign-up sheet available at each
meeting or email Rosemary McKnight @ rmcknight.artwork@verizon.net. Thanks, in advance for your help!

EXHIBITS (continued)
Honorable Mentions:
Martha Rowley,
“Red Roof in the
Shenandoah Valley”

Catherine Kauffman,
“Pizza Sauce Futures”
Patty Munford,
“Henricus Fog 3”

People’s Choice: Carol Cullinan,
“Morning Shadow at Sycamore Tavern”
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MAPS WORKSHOPS
Liz Haywood-Sullivan workshop, “Painting Brilliant Skies
and Water”
Our first three-day workshop was held President’s weekend
featuring Master Pastelist, Liz Haywood-Sullivan. There were 18
participants, coming from destinations including the Northern Neck,
Shenandoah Valley and Richmond.
The location of the workshop was the Virginia Center Hampton Inn
and Suites. It was conveniently located right off of I- 295. The room
was well lit and Liz liked the setting for a studio workshop. She and
those from out-of-town really liked having the workshop in the same
location as the accommodations. The hotel was conveniently located
near restaurants, drugstores, Michaels and Starbucks. :)
For attendees interested, there was opportunity to have dinner with
Liz on Saturday and Sunday; time to get together out of the studio.
Liz was a wonderful teacher. I got only positive feedback from those
participating. Everyone seemed to learn a lot. We gathered a lot of
really useful information. In addition to what our President
mentioned in her opening letter, Liz talked to us about framing,
buying supplies, selling artwork and caring for our pastels.
As IAPS president, Liz is well acquainted with our history and how
we came to form our own Pastel Society. She had this to say: “I had
a wonderful time in Richmond. What an impressive group MAPS is!
I meant it when I said it seems as if you have been in existence for
many years...of course, you had gathered under PSV, but you are a
very different organization.....MAPS will get a reputation as a good
place to teach and you will have lots of instructors very happy to
teach with you.” Music to my ears!
It was my pleasure to organize this event and I am looking forward
to offering MAPS participants some additional terrific workshops in
the future.

2016/17 EXECUTIVE
BOARD
Officers
President: Carol Cullinan
VP/Program Chair: Finetta
Milway
Treasurer: Terry Atkinson
Secretary: Sheila Chandler

Committee Chairs
Membership: Jean Kleeman
Workshops: Joan Dreicer
Exhibits: Linda Wolitz and
Cate Kaufman
Technology: Elizabeth Hood
Newsletter: Vickie Knick

CLASSES
PASTEL PAINTING & DRAWING
CLASS

Linda Wolitz teaches pastels at the
Cultural Arts Center – Glen Allen.
The next session begins April 12 to
Jun. 14, 2017. Cost $200. See
their website:
www.artsglenallen.com to sign up.

Joan Dreicer - Workshop Chair

MEMBER NEWS
Have something artfully
newsworthy you wish to share,
please email Vickie Knick @
vknick30@gmail.com, or see link
on our website,
www.midatlanticpastelsociety.com
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MAPS WORKSHOPS (continued)
Here are some more great pictures from the Liz Haywood-Sullivan workshop.
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