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About the Workshop 
 
In this workshop, we will learn how to light, pose, sketch and photograph our portrait 
subject, and work from studies and photographic reference materials to create lifelike 
painterly portraits.  
 
Alain will begin day one with a pastel portrait demonstration of the painterly approach to 
pastel, using the live model. This demonstration covers explanations of pastel portrait 
techniques for creating an accurate likeness, establishing clear values, massing in the 
portrait, evaluating color relationships and selecting skin tones, developing a painterly 
style, and harnessing the power of strong design. We’ll also cover strategies for 
successful posing and lighting of the subject whether in studio or on location, with 
children or adults. Students will sketch from the live model, creating their own 
exploratory studies, compositional approaches and color notes, honing in on their 
portrait composition.  
 
We will all photograph our models together in a guided photo-session, discussing how 
to capture strong reference material using a digital SLR or mirrorless digital camera, 
and even how to get better results from your iPhone. Days two and three of the 
workshop will be devoted to developing our portraits from the photographic reference 
we’ve gathered. Students can also choose to bring their own portrait references to work 
from. We will be learning how to use this reference as a tool in creating lifelike painterly 
portraits. Alain will demonstrate how to develop and refine a portrait started from life by 
using photographic reference. He’ll also demonstrate a complete portrait study from a 
photograph start to finish, revealing how it can be used as a tool to create fresh, loose 
lifelike portraits. We will cover effective techniques for refining your portrait and end with 
a constructive critique. You will leave feeling empowered with working knowledge to 
create your own painterly portraits from photographs.  
 
 
 
Contact Joan Dreicer, MAPS Workshop Chair, at jdreicer@aol.com with any questions. 
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