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The MidAtlantic Pastel Society (MAPS) is sponsoring our 10th annual judged exhibit, “Expressions in Pastels,” 
at the Brightpoint Community College Art Gallery, 800 Charter Colony Parkway, Midlothian, VA 23114 from 
October 27- through December 4, 2026. The judge for this exhibit will be Liz Haywood-Sullivan.  
 
The judge’s selections for awards will be announced at the MAPS reception on Thursday evening, November 5, 
where cash prizes and merchandise prizes will be awarded. The reception will be held at the Art Gallery at 
Brightpoint. Cash prizes are 1st place - $350, 2nd Place - $200, 3rd Place - $100, and Honorable Mentions, 3 
awards - $50 each. Winners unable to attend the reception on November 5 will have their prizes mailed to 
them.  Ribbons will remain with the winning paintings until the close of the exhibit. 
 

Venue: Located in Eliades Hall (Room E107) on the Midlothian Campus, the Art Gallery at Brightpoint 
Community College serves as a dynamic visual hub for the region's creative community. This contemporary 
exhibition space hosts a rotating calendar of professional regional showcases, faculty exhibitions, and annual 
juried student shows. Fully equipped to support diverse media—ranging from traditional painting and 
photography to modern digital art—the gallery offers an inviting, public-facing environment designed to 
celebrate artistic excellence, inspire students, and foster deep engagement with the visual arts. 

 
To Register:  Each artist may enter one painting. NFS (Not for Sale) paintings are allowed.  Registration will 
open Monday, August 31 at Noon and close Monday, October 5 at 6 pm or when the gallery capacity of 60 
paintings is reached. The registration fee is $20 for each painting and will be collected at registration.   If for 
any reason insufficient entries are received, those artists submitting one painting will be allowed to enter a 
second painting, for an additional $20.  This will be offered via an email from the Exhibit Chair and accepted on 
a first-come first-served basis.   A paid MAPS membership for the 2026-2027 fiscal year (MAPS fiscal year is 
June 1 through May 31 each year) is required to register.  Register here. 
 
General Requirements: Exhibitors must adhere to requirements for exhibiting with MAPS found in MAPS 
Standing Rules Addendum – Exhibit Rules. You may click on the link to access the rules, or you may find them 
in the Exhibitions Section on the MAPS website. The exposed surface of all paintings must be at least 80% soft 
pastel. No oil pastels. The work must not be glazed with a finished surface of matte acrylic, resin, solvent 
varnish or any product that changes the properties of the soft pastel, as the painting then becomes mixed 
media. If your painting has won an award in a previous judged MAPS exhibit, it is not eligible to be entered.  
Works created with the help of an instructor during classes or workshops are not permitted in a judged show. 
Please attach a label to the back of your painting that includes your name, painting title, size, and price. You 
may use your own labels or the label that is included on the last page of this prospectus. 
 
Theme, Sales and Commission: The title for this exhibit is “Expressions in Pastels.” The subjects are open to 
any of your favorites - landscapes, still life, portrait, animals, or non-representational paintings. The Gallery 
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reserves the right to refuse any artwork that they believe might be considered pornographic or offensive to 
viewers, being considerate of the religious and political differences of the student body of Brightpoint. All 
sales will be handled by contacting the artist directly, and the painting must remain in the gallery until the 
show closing. There is no commission as artists are handling this themselves. 
 
MAPS members will hang the exhibit. Although every reasonable precaution will be taken when handling 
artwork, no responsibility will be assumed for loss or damage of any kind by MAPS or Brightpoint Gallery. 
 

About the Judge:  Renowned for her dramatic handling of natural light and mastery of the plein air 
landscape, Liz Haywood-Sullivan, PSA-MP, IAPS/EP, stands as one of the most distinguished figures in 
contemporary pastel painting. She is an internationally recognized pastel artist, instructor, and author known 
for her luminous landscapes and command of natural light. A former President of IAPS and an honored 
Eminent Pastelist, her work captures the rich textures, delicate atmospheric values, and quiet majesty of the 
natural world. https://www.lizhaywoodsullivan.com/  

 
Publicity: Brightpoint will publicize the exhibit through their online calendar, posters and electronic signage on 
campus. MAPS also will promote the exhibit on our website, Facebook page, and Instagram.  Artists are 
encouraged to share information about the exhibit with their own contacts.  
 
MAPS requests photos of 5-7 entered paintings for publicity purposes. If you are interested in having your 
painting considered for publicity for the show, please submit photos to Melissa Walton at 
pastelsbymelissa@gmail.com no later than September 28.   Photos must be 1000 pixels on the longest side 
and 300 dpi resolution, taken before the painting is under glass and framed. File name must be 
ArtistName_Title_Size_Price.jpg. Tips on sizing and naming photos may be found in the Photography 
Resources page on the MAPS website.  
 
Shipping: There will be no shipping for this show. 
 
Please contact MAPS Exhibit Chair Melissa Walton at pastelsbymelissa@gmail.com with any questions.  
 
NOTE: Your online entry submission constitutes acceptance of all conditions and terms in this prospectus. 
MAPS Exhibit Rules will be followed for this and all exhibits and are incorporated by reference into this 
prospectus. Refer to these rules for requirements for exhibiting with MAPS. 
See following page for the Exhibit Timeline and painting label. 
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TIMELINE FOR MAPS “EXPRESSIONS IN PASTEL” EXHIBIT 
 

August 31 Begin on-line registration at Noon 

October 5 Registration closes at 6 pm (sooner if capacity is reached) 

September 28 Photos due to Melissa Walton at pastelsbymelissa@gmail.com for publicity 
consideration  

October 19 Drop off at The Art Gallery at Brightpoint (Eliades Hall, E107, 800 Charter 
Colony Parkway, Midlothian, VA 23114) 12-2 pm. 

October 27 Exhibit opens. The Gallery at Brightpoint is open Monday through Friday from 
12-4 pm 

November 5 Reception and Awards Presentation  5- 7 pm at Brightpoint Gallery Midlothian 
(Judge: Liz Haywood-Sullivan) 

 
December 4 
 
December 7 

 
Exhibit closes 4pm 
 
Pick-up unsold paintings 12-2pm at Brightpoint Gallery 

  

---------------------------------------------Cut Here for Painting Label----------------------------------------------  
 
TITLE: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ARTIST: ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
PRICE: ___________________ SIZE_______________________________ MEDIUM: SOFT PASTEL  
 
 


